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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 19920 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, PINS, IT 

SUBJECT: SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE STAFFDEL VISIT ON 
HIJACKING AND TERRORISM 

REF: (A) ROME 19198; (B) STATE 279081 

1 . IN CALL ON MINISTRY OF INTERIOR/FRONTIER POLICE OFFICIAL, 

STAFFDEL QUESTIONS ON RESPONSE THAT COULD BE EXPECTED 
FROM (A) U.S. ISSUANCE OF ADVISORIES TO U.S. TRAVELLING 
PUBLIC ON SECURITY CONDITIONS ABROAD OR AT CERTAIN AIRPORTS 
AND (B) OUR USE OF OTHER SANCTIONS AGAINST COUNTRIES THAT 
AIDED AND ABETTED TERRORISTS OR FAILED TO MAINTAIN ADEQUATE 
SECURITY STANDARDS AT AIRPORTS WENT LARGELY UNANSWERED. 

DIRECTOR OF FRONTIER POLICE, INSTEAD, DEFENSIVELY MAINTAINED 
SECURITY SYSTEMS IN OPERATION AT ITALIAN AIRPORTS WERE FAR 
SUPERIOR TO THOSE EXISTING OR NOT EXISTING IN MANY OTHER 
COUNTIRES. HE SPECIFICALLY CITED SPAIN AS HAVING LOW 
STANDARDS AND AS A SOURCE OF TERRORIST TROUBLES FOR ITALY. 
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HE SHOWED STAFFDEL 1974 FAA REPORT PRAISING IMPROVED 
SECURITY SYSTEMS AT FIUMICINO AIRPORT (ROME). STAFFDEL 
RESPONDED THAT SECURITY SYSTEMS AT MAIN ITALIAN AIRPORTS 
MIGHT BE VERY GOOD, BUT THAT NEVERTHELESS, IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THOSE SYSTEMS MIGHT NOT BE SO GOOD AS ITALY FREQUENTLY 
MENTIONED IN WASHINGTON AS ONE OF SEVERAL COUNTRRIES THAT 
DO NOT MAINTAIN TIGHT OR EFFECTIVE PREVENTIVE SECURITY. 
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ONLY NEW SECURITY MEASURE FRONTIER POLICE OFFICIAL 
INDICATED ITALY ABOUT TO TAKE WAS CREATION OF STRIKE TEAM 
FOLLOWING FRG EXAMPLE. 

2. STAFFDEL'S QUESTIONS TO MFA OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR 
MID-EAST AND NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS ELECITIED RESPONSE THAT 
SANCTIONS AGAINST LIBYA NOT LIKELY TO BE EFFECTIVE BECAUSE 
OF THE FINANCIAL STRENGTH OF THE COUNTRY AND THE PROBABLE 
UNWILLINGNESS OF MANY COUNTIRES TO APPLY SUCH SANCTIONS TO 
LIBYA. HE SURMISED THAT WHILE USSR RELATIONS WITH LIBYA 
CURRENTLY NOT CLOSE, HEAVY WESTERN SANCTIONS AGAINST LIBYA 
COULD DRIVE IT AND USSR INTO CLOSER COLLABORATIONS. HE 

SAID LIBYA WAS IN BETTER POSITION TO APPLY PRESSURE ON 
ITALY THAN VICE VERSA MAINLY DUE TO EXTENSIVE ITALIAN 
INVESTMENTS IN LIBYA AND, SECONDARILY, DUE TO ITALY'S 
DEPENDENCE ON LIBYAN OIL. (HE SEEMED TO THINK EMBARGO OF 
LIBYAN OIL TO ITALY WOULD CAUSE ONLY TEMPORARY DIFFICULTY 
AND HE DID NOT MENTION RECENT HUGE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT 
INVESTMENT IN FIAT.) MFA OFFICIAL SAID U.S. IN BEST 
POSITION TO EXERCISE LEVERAGE AGAINST LIBYA BECAUSE 
"U.S. COMPANIES' OIL PURCHASES ARE SO LARGE." 

3. STAFFDEL ASKED SECRETARY GENERAL OF ITALIAN FEDERATION 
OF HOTEL ASSOCIATIONS (FEDERAZIONE DELLE ASSOCIAZIONI 
ITALIANCE ALBERGHI E TURISMO) WHETHER SANCTIONS, SUCH AS 
ISSUANCE ADVISORY NOTICES (AS DESCRIBED PARA 1) WOULD 
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HELP OFFICIALS TO MAINTAIN TIGHT SECURITY AT MAIN ITALIAN 
AIRPORTS. SECRETARY GENERAL GAVE HIS OPINION THAT SUCH 
NOTICES WOULD EXERT PRESSURE ON GOI TO IMPROVE SECURITY 
DISCIPLINE. HE SIAD PRESIDENT OF HOTEL FEDERATION, 

TOGETHER WITH SMALL DELEGATION OF FEDERATION OFFICIALS, 
PLANNED TO CALL ON PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI WITHIN A FEW 
DAYS AND THAT THEY WOULD RAISE QUESTION OF U.S. CONGRESSIONAL 
CONCERNS ABOUT ITALIAN AIRPORT SECURITY, AS WELL AS THEIR 
OWN FEARS THAT U.S. TOURISM TO ITALY COULD BE ADVERSELY 
AFFECTED, IN EFFORT TO IMPROVE SECURITY PERFORMANCE AT 
MAIN AIRPORTS. GARDNER 
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